
Wesley Sr. High Youth Summer Mission Trip 2018 
June 9-16 to Lexington, South Carolina! 

 

 
 

FROM PASTOR LARRY  
 
You’re reading this because your son/daughter is interested in our 2017 Sr. High Mission Trip to 
Lexington, South Carolina. Thanks for your interest and consideration. Youth Ministry at Wesley UMC 
has undergone significant growth numerically and spiritually over the past few years due in large part, 
we believe, to the life transformation that happens on these short-term mission trips. On these trips not 
only do the students spend time serving the least and lonely, but are encouraged to continue an attitude 
of service at home. The time spent in community with one another always leads to closer friendships 
and deeper discipleship. This is why we organize and carry out a mission trip each summer, with 
different destinations and types of service.  
 
We are already praying and planning for this trip and we hope that your student will be able to be a part 
of our team. Hopefully the information found in this document will provide answers to most questions 
that you may have. However, please feel free to contact me or Shelli Harrison with any questions you 
may have.   
 
CHANGE THIS YEAR 
 
For the past three summers, we’ve served with YouthWorks. While we’ve had an incredible time with 
them, we feel the time is right to change it up a bit. We’ll be partnering with Next Step Ministries. Next 
Steps comes highly recommended and we feel their program is more suited for high school students in 
terms of both spiritual programming and work sites. We are very excited to come alongside them this 
year! You can learn more about Next Steps at www.nextstepministries.com.  

 
 

 



ABOUT LEXINGTON, SC  
South Carolina is known as one of the most beautiful regions in the country. Although made famous for 
its spring break beach destinations and southern hospitality, there are pockets of poverty tucked 
throughout the state. 

Lexington, South Carolina is geographically located between sandy white beaches to the east, and 
rolling Appalachian Mountains to the west. Through incredible ministry partnerships, we have identified 
underserved and under-resourced families eager to work alongside the body of Christ towards the 
transformation possible in their community. 

In 2013, Next Step was invited by a strong group of local churches and nonprofits to join in a holistic 
approach to ministry in the community of Belle Meade and surrounding areas. Here, families are not 
only struggling with physical limitations and deteriorating homes, but much emotional and spiritual 
darkness as well. The Nehemiah Project, Mt. Horeb UMC, LICS, EmmanuWheel, as well as the county 
police force, government, schools, and other local organizations are all invested. They had been invested 
for over five years prior to our initial arrival to the community working to build trusting relationships, 
assessing the needs, and creating a community vision of ‘others first, me second’. 

 

The desire is renewal. The desire is a changed view of neighbors.  The desire is trust. 

The goal: that these desires lead to a visible change in the community physically, spiritually, 
economically, educationally, emotionally, and socially. 

You will work with these families directly doing home repair and construction, both in Belle Meade 
and Happy Town, as well as developing relationships with organizations such as LICS and 
EmmanuWheel and the families they serve. We are humbled to continue investing in the vision laid out 
so beautifully in this community, a vision that leads to empowerment and sustainability within the 
families of this county. 

This partnership offers a unique sense of community integration and development incorporated within 
your week of building relationships and working on construction projects. What we can assure you: 
your trip will not go to waste. Next Step is pouring into local leaders and organizations that will take 
the torch and continue to run after your mission trip is done. Next Step is thrilled with the long-term 
discipleship, follow-up and commitment from the passionate community of Lexington. 

 



WHO CAN ATTEND?  
 
Our High School Mission trip is open to all students in 8-12 grades (the class they are in right now. 
Those who are leaving 8th grade are welcome, as well as those who have just graduated high school). O  

There is an expectation that those who want to attend the mission 
trip have been and will continue to be active in worship, will 
attend Wednesday youth group, will participate in group 
fundraising, and abide by our group covenant.  

 

 
TRAVEL PLANS  
 
We will travel by mini-bus and van with insured, adult 
leaders. The total trip to Lexington, SC is about 13 hours. 
So we’ll leave on Saturday and stop somewhere that 
evening for some fun and refreshing before continuing to 
our destination on Sunday.  

Next Steps is different from Youthworks when it comes 
to the work week. This year, we will not depart our site 
until Saturday morning. This means that we’ll travel all 
the way back to Canton on Saturday instead of staying 
longer.  

 

TRIP COST AND FUNDRAISING  
 

We anticipate the cost of this trip to be about $600 per 
person when we consider Next Step’s fee, lodging, 
transportation, planning retreat, etc. The out-of-pocket 
cost for each student is $200, with the rest of the trip 
being covered through participation in group fundraising. 
At each fundraiser, earned money will be divided and 
added to the trip account of each student that participates 
in that fundraiser. Failure to participate in enough 
fundraising will mean more out-of-pocket expense. Dates 
for fundraisers will be forthcoming. 

The fundraising and out-of-pocket costs cover worksite fees, lodging and meals during the week and 
planning retreat. Students will need to bring extra money on the trip for meals on the road and any 
souvenirs or t-shirts they might like to purchase at the end of the week.  



PLANNING RETREAT  
Each year, we take about 24 hours to bond 
together and prepare for the trip. We spend time 
immersed in God’s word praying for our efforts 
and that God would draw us together as a unit. 
The planning retreat is tentatively scheduled for 
May 11-12 at Camp Kearney. More details will 
be sent to those who sign up. Attendance is 
mandatory.  

 

 

HOW TO SIGN-UP  
Space on the trip is limited, so the slots will be filled first-come, first-serve. We can always ask Next 
Steps to increase our slots, but there is never a guarantee they will have the space. The deadline to sign-
up for the trip is Wednesday, February 7. Students and parents must fill out and sign the information 
sheet and return it to Pastor Larry or Shelli Harrison along with a non-refundable deposit of $100 to 
hold the spot. The remaining $100 will be due no later than March 15 (this is the date we must have 
final numbers to Next Steps and take full financial responsibility). Those who submit their signed 
application form and deposit will receive further communication regarding fundraising dates, 
permission waivers, planning, etc.  

We want as many students to participate in this trip as possible and do not want it to be a burden on any 
family. If the out-of-pocket amount or deadlines are problematic, please speak to Pastor Larry to inquire 
if alternate arrangements can be made.  

  



 
Wesley Sr. High Youth Mission Trip 2018 

Lexington, South Carolina 
June 9-16 

 
Name: 
 
Current Grade: 
 
Age: 
 
Phone Number of Student: 
 
E-Mail of Student: 
 
Parent/Guardian Phone:  
 
Parent/Guardian E-Mail: 
 
I agree to the following: 

• Return this form with a non-refundable $100 deposit by February 7.  
• Pay the additional $100 balance no later than March 15.  
• Attend worship regularly.  
• Attend youth group regularly.  
• Participate in group fundraising.  
• Pray for my fellow missionaries.  
• Conduct my lifestyle in accordance with the teachings of Christ.  
• I understand that failure to abide by this agreement may result in me not being allowed to go on the trip.  

 
 
 
____________________________  _________________________________  ___________________ 
Student Signature    Parent Signature     Date 


